




































Without	absolving	 the	guilty	countries	of	 their	gross	responsibility,	 I	would	also	raise	 the	
issue	of	scholarly	negligence	 in	allowing	crimes	against	humanity	 to	occur	without	 taking	
action	 BEFORE	 these	 crimes	 happened.	 Certainly,	 it	 is	 hard	 to	 prevent	 a	 crime	 before	 it	















time	 were	 aware	 of	 what	 was	 spelled	 out	 and	 signed.	 But	 who	 ensures	 that	 a	 broad	
understanding	 of	 what	 was	 agreed	 concerning	 what	 amounts	 to	 genocide	 is	 then	
communicated	 to	 subsequent	 leaders	 and	 policymakers,	 generals	 and	 soldiers,	 villagers,	
clerics,	and	monks?	How	do	we	ensure	that	everyone	is	on	the	same	page	regarding	what	















in	 particular	ways	 that	 normalises	 claims	 to	 indigeneity	 or	 religious	 legitimacy	 for	 some	
groups	and	“others”	ethnic	and	religious	minorities	as	being	extraneous.	Another	is	that	area	





some	generation	 long	ago.	This	 intimacy	however	 is	what	 gives	 area	 studies	 scholars	 the	
greatest	 access	 to	 local	 societies	 and	 they	 are	 best	 placed	 to	 know	 how	 to	 communicate	
locally	(for	if	not,	this	what	good	is	an	area	studies	degree?).	It	is	this	intimacy	that	also	gives	




by	 not	 doing	 more	 to	 reach	 Myanmar	 decision	 makers	 BEFORE	 the	 33	 Light	 Infantry	
Regiment	started	attacking	Rohingya	villagers	in	August	2017?	Foreign	scholars	are	not	mind	






racial	 slurs	 that	 began	 to	 be	 circulated	 by	Myanmar	 government	 officials	 and	 others.	We	
should	have	been	much	more	pro-active	in	strengthening	civil	society	groups	that	promoted	














world	 have	 any	 interest	 in	 reading	 anything	we	 have	 to	write?	 Scholarship	 and	 research	
should	mean	something.	 	 If	you	do	choose	 to	be	silent	and	hold	 that	your	research	 is	not	
connected	with	such	contemporary	social	issues,	make	sure	you	explain	how	irrelevant	your	
research	is	on	your	next	grant	application.	
 
